
 

 

 

 

Lobbying for Funding Change  

Context 

It’s clear that the pressure on both school and high needs budgets are increasing significantly.  For 
example, the recent research report from ISOS outlined that if current trends continue there will be a 
national deficit of between 1.2 and 1.6 billion in high needs funding by 2021. The Institute for Fiscal Studies 
calculated real term cuts to school budgets at 13.6% between 2010 and 2015. 

Alongside these financial pressures, there has been increased activity from lobbying groups such as the 
F40 and Worthless campaigns and significantly more coverage in the written Media and television.  Media 
coverage has not just focussed on the funding issues, but is also highlighting related issues, including: 

 The rising number of children and young people with additional needs, in particular the increasing 
number of mental health issues that they are facing 

 Rising rates of permanent exclusion nationally  

 Increased concern about the levels of ‘off-rolling’ and Elected Home Education 

Introduction 

The planned spending review in 2019 is a critical moment for school funding.  Expectations appear to be 
that additional funding for schools and high needs are a ‘must’! However this should not be assumed.  
There are many competing priorities and not enough money to go around.  It is therefore critical that we do 
everything we can to make the case for additional funding. 

Proposal  

In addition to the work that we are already doing through the national campaigns (F40 and Worthless). We 
would like to ensure that we are doing everything we can locally to mobilise support.  To achieve this our 
proposal is: 

 We run a school funding event, in each of the 6 constituencies in Gloucestershire.  This purpose of 
this event would be to bring together headteachers, Members of Parliament and the Local Authority 
to discuss and tackle school funding issues ensuring there is a common understanding of the 
issues.             

 A school would be identified in each constituency to host an open evening at a time when the local 
MP can attend. 

 All headteachers in the constituency are invited to the school hosting the event. 

 The host school chairs a roundtable discussion, so that headteachers are able to share the issues 
they are experiencing as a result of school funding shortfalls. 

 The LA will capture a record of the discussion and will work with headteachers to jointly prepare a 
short paper with appropriate statistics and a summary of the specific issues. 

 The MP is asked to utilise this report to intensify the discussion in Parliament for fairer/better funding 
for schools, with particular reference to the Autumn Comprehensive Spending Review. 

 

http://www.isospartnership.com/uploads/files/LGA%20HN%20report%20corrected%2020.12.18.pdf


 

 

 

Things to consider 

1. Are we maximising the opportunities provided by the national campaigns? Could we be 
doing more to support them? 

2. Feedback on the proposal outlined above.  If we proceed how do we ensure good 
engagement?  Should we include other stakeholder, governors, parents and the media? 

3. Are there other ways/opportunities in which we can raise the profile of the funding issues? 

 

 


